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In each newsletter 
I A TP features six 
different assistive 

devices. In this 
newsletter we're 

focusing on toys for 
children. 

Text to Speech Pilot for Freshmen 
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I A TP is proud to announce an 
exciting new pilot program for 
students with reading disabilities. It 
started January 2009 and will follow 
freshman students throughout their 
high school career. We are targeting 
students with significant reading 
disabilities. High school is a time 
when they frequently fall behind and 
become at risk for dropping out of 
school, failing to gather enough 
credits to graduate, or otherwise 
failing to successfully transition to 
employment or post-secondary 
education. 

Often the traditional special 
education services fail to meet the 
student's need; specific supports and 
enhancing study skills. These 
techniques are frequently ineffective 
in making students independent, 

successful learners. These students 
continue to struggle with academic 
content, reinforcing a sense of failure, 
and become less engaged and motivated 
at school. 

Text To Speech Software provides digital 
textbooks, worksheets, tests or notes 
that the student can listen to rather than 
read. Read and Write Gold is the specific 
software we chose for the pilot. 

A speech synthesizer frees the teacher, 
parents, or others from having to read 
the material. The student listens and is 
able to focus on the academic content of 
the material, rather than reading. The 
software is customizable to match the 
needs of each student. It has multi­
colored highlighting of text that helps 
visual tracking, word prediction that 
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Site supervisors and site coordinators meet at an IATP training to receive their laptops and participate 
in a webinarto receive an overview of the Read & Write Gold software. Standing in the rear is lATP's 
IT Accessibility Specialist, William Richard. 


